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Program	Notes
Composed	 in	 November	 2020,  Loss  is	 a	 reflection	 on	 the	 profound	 si lence	 that
enveloped	the	world	during	a	time	of	unprecedented	global	disruption. Written	 in
the	sol itude	of	an	empty	music	classroom, the	piece	seeks	to	capture	the	emotional
weight	and	anguish	of	a	year	marked	by	loss	and	uncertainty.

The	 composition	 begins	 and	 ends	with	a	 haunting,  unresolved	C,  symbol izing	 the
l ingering	effects	of	grief. The	music	gradual ly	bui lds	in	intensity, reaching	a	chi l l ing
cl imax	 at	 measure	 47,  before	 subsiding	 to	 its	 original	 state.  Through	 its	 sonic
landscape, Loss aims	 to	evoke	a	sense	of	emotional	depth	and	 introspection	 that
transcends	 the	 l imitations	 of	 language.	 I t	 was	 rescore	 in	 2024	 after	 the
decommissioning	of	the	Compass	Publ ic	Charter	School	Band	Program.	

Conductor	Notes
There	is	a	Grade	Five	version,	this	is	the	Grade	Two	version.	Both	are	very	similar,
this	 version	 has	 been	 adapted	 to	 fit	 the	 length	 and	 range	 for	 middle	 school
ensembles.

About	the	Composer
Ben	 B lessing  (b.	 1984)	 is	 a	 composer,	 conductor,	 and	 educator	 based	 in	Nampa,
Idaho.	A	 former	Marine	and	a	 long-serving	member	of	 the	 Idaho	Army	National
Guard,	 he	 currently	 serves	 with	 the	 25th	 Army	 Band	 in	 Boise.	 B lessing	 holds	 a
Bachelor ’s	Degree	in	Music	Composition	from	Northwest	Nazarene	University	and
a	Master ’s	in	Music	Education	from	the	American	Band	Col lege.

H is	 compositions	 have	 garnered	 national	 recognition,	 with	 his  Symphony	 No.
4 and Grandma’ s	Coat named	final ists	for The	American	Prize in	2025.	H is	music	is
publ ished	 through GPG	Music,  Knightwind	Music,	 and Randal l	 Standridge	Music,
and	 has	 been	 featured	 on	 the  American	 Band	 Col lege	 Top	 100	 L ist.	 H is
piece  Standhope	 Peak  won	 the  2022	 NFMC	 Armed	 Forces	 Composition
Competition.

Mr.	B lessing	is	passionate	about	creating	music	that	resonates	with	performers	and
audiences	al ike,	writing	extensively	for	concert	band,	orchestra,	choir	and	electronic
mediums.	 As	 an	 educator	 and	 conductor,	 he	 is	 the	 band	 director	 for	 the  Baker
School	D istr ict in	Baker	City,	Oregon.

Outside	 of	 music,	 he’s	 an	 avid	 ultramarathon	 runner	 and	 the	 founder	 of
the Standhope	Ultra	Chal lenge.	He	cherishes	time	spent	with	his	wife,	chi ldren,	and
their	two	dogs,	balancing	a	l ife	of	artistry,	adventure,	and	service.
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Flute

Oboe
(opt.	Flute	2)
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in	Bb

Clarinet	2
in	Bb

Bass	Clarinet
in	Bb

Alto	Saxophone
in	Eb

Tenor	Saxophone
in	Bb

Baritone	Saxophone
in	Eb

Bassoon

Bb	Trumpet

Horn
in	F

Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Timpani

Glockenspiel
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